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suicide; conceal your purposes, and make ready; the days
of your joy will come.49
Izvolski himself was reported as saying:
Serbia will be condemned to a pitiful existence until
the moment for the downfall of Austria arrives. The An-
nexation has brought this moment nearer, and when it
comes, Russia will unroll and solve the Serbian question.
Izvolski sees that the conflict with Germandom is inevitable,
but Russia's policy must be purely Slavophile.50
A few days later Kosutitch noted that these were also
the views of Nicholas II:
The Tsar said the Serbian sky is overcast with black
clouds by this blow. The situation is frightful, because
Russia is unprepared for war, and a Russian defeat would
be the ruin of Slavdom. The Tsar has the feeling that a
conflict with Germandom is inevitable in the future, and
that one must prepare for this.51
As the situation on the Serbian frontier became increas-
ingly threatening, and as the Powers, in spite of a lively
interchange of despatches,62 could come to no solution,
Germany finally made a proposal for preserving the peace
of Europe, by helping Izvolski to extricate himself from
his embarrassment, while at the same time satisfying
Austria.
GERMANY'S SOLUTION OF THE CRISIS
It is often said that Germany instigated Aehrenthal's
annexation program in the interests of the Bagdad Railway
and German imperialism. There is no truth in any such
statement. As a matter of fact, Germany had not even
been given a timely and definite warning by her ally of the
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